St robert
BELLARMINE

Good Shepherd Sunday gives us one of the most comforting images in the Gospel:
Jesus as the shepherd who knows his sheep, calls them by name, and never abandons
them. It is a deeply personal image. We are not part of a crowd to Him, we are known,
loved, and called.

That word “called” is important. Because this Sunday is also the Day of Prayer for
Vocations. The voice of the Good Shepherd is not just something we hear for comfort;
it is also something that invites a response. Every vocation in the Church begins there,
with someone hearing, however quietly, the voice of Christ saying, “Follow me.”

We need vocations because the Church needs shepherds after the heart of Christ:
priests to celebrate the sacraments, to preach the Gospel, and to walk with people in
the ordinary and extraordinary moments of life. But vocations don’t appear out of
nowhere. They grow in the soil of faith, in families and parishes where prayer is real,
where faith is lived, and where young people are encouraged to listen for God’s voice.

That is why this day matters for all of us. Praying for vocations is not an optional extra;
it is part of the Church’s life. It is also about creating a culture where a calling can be
heard and trusted.

Perhaps the simplest thing we can do is this: to pray, to encourage, and to be open
ourselves. Because the Good Shepherd is still calling, and someone, somewhere, is
being invited to say yes.

Fr Mark
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PLEASE OFFER YOUR PRAYERS FOR THOSE PARISHIONERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY ILL

Mary Spofforth
Michael Lundon
Margaret Spencer
Peter Gibbons

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL

For priests in crisis
Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in
their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they
need and that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.

Lord in your mercy...

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

}iﬁ%ﬁ Readings for Mass today can be found on Page 262 of the

BOOK Parish Mass Book
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SANCTUARY LAMP

If you would like to sponsor the lamp for a week please just
write the dedication on a piece of paper and pass to the
Parish Office or place in the collection bags with £5 offering.
Thank You.

Please note that Mass at 10am on Thursday at English Martyrs is a funeral mass for
Elizabeth Jessie Kirkcaldy. There is also a funeral service at 12.00pm on Friday in
St Robert’s for Michael Size.

May they both Rest in Peace
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STEP INTO THE ELEGANCE OF THE ART SCHOOL RESTAURANT
WEDNESDAY 1 JULY

The Cathedral is delighted to invite you to indulge in an unforgettable fine dining
experience. Savour a beautifully curated seasonal tasting menu that celebrates the
very best of British ingredients, thoughtfully crafted into dishes that are as refined
as they will be memorable.

With a welcoming drink on arrival, impeccable service, and an atmosphere that
blends sophistication with creativity this exclusive evening promises the perfect
setting to relax, connect, and enjoy exceptional food in one of the City's most
elevated dining destinations.

The date you need to keep in your diary is Wednesday 1 July 2026 from 6.30pm
onwards. Dinner will be served in The Lantern Room. We hope that you will book
some tickets and come and enjoy a convivial evening in surroundings that are
timeless and yet modern enjoying the company of new friends and old ones, whilst
raising money for the Cathedral. Tickets are £50 per person. To book your ticket and
to arrange payment please contact Claire Hanlon at c.hanlon@metcathedral.org.uk

EASTER HOLY WATER- A SIGN OF NEW LIFE

At the Easter celebrations, the blessing of water is a quiet but powerful moment. This
year, it took place both at the Easter Vigil and again on Easter morning, reminding us
of our baptism—when we were brought into the life of the risen Christ.

Fr Mark blessed the Easter water with the new Paschal Candles—a beautiful sign of
the light and life of the Risen Lord.

Each time we bless ourselves with holy water, we are not just recalling the past; we
are renewing who we are now: people of the Resurrection.

The Easter water is available in both churches throughout the Easter season, and you
are warmly invited to take some home. Let it be a simple, daily reminder: Christ is
risen, and His life is alive in you.
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