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 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY (YEAR B) 

 

Although our Churches remain closed this weekend, each Church will be open for the 

celebration of Mass at Easter as follows. 

St Elizabeth’s     Saturday 3 April  5.00pm 

St Robert Bellarmine’s   Sunday 4 April   11.00am 

All restrictions remain in place.   

 

 

Reflecting on Passion Sunday  

Please pray for the following who have died and for those whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

 

Lately Dead:  John Billington, Kathleen Bushnell, Hilary Smith 

Anniversaries:   Jim Murray  

Please remember the sick and those who care for them.  

(To be included on the sick list please, write down names and post them in the presbytery letter box, or 

email the Parish Office – strobert@rcaol.org.uk 

Please make the person aware, as they may not want their name published.)   

Our Parishes now have a joint newsletter. 

If you have anything you wish to be added, please post the details though the Presbytery door’s marked newsletter or 

email or phone the Parish Office.  

strobert@rcaol.org.uk  or 0151 922 1352 

If you know anyone who would like to receive the newsletter by email, please inform the Parish Office. 

 

Once again, the Archdiocese have put together a resource for this Sunday which you may find 

useful if you’re unable to watch a Mass being live-streamed.  Please use the following link to the 

Archdiocese resources  https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/sunday-reflections 
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Something to Think About 

Our opening reading from Mark’s Gospel captures the 

elation of the crowds who welcome Jesus in Jerusalem. 

They spread greenery on the road in front of him, they 

lift their voices in praise, singing ‘Hosanna! Blessings on 

him who comes in the name of the Lord!’ But their hope 

and loyalty is short-lived, as we discover in our reading 

of the Passion. Jesus is left almost alone to face 

humiliation and death. His followers have heard his 

radical message of reversal and upheaval, but when it 

comes down to it, the challenge is too much. We are 

told ‘they all deserted him and ran away’. While Peter 

follows Jesus at a distance, he is soon denying he even 

knows him. Soon, the crowds are shouting for Jesus to 

be crucified. 

We are very familiar with the Passion Gospel and it can 

be tempting to allow ourselves to tune out, particularly 

when it comes to the unpleasant parts. We do not like 

to think of ourselves as part of the mob shouting ‘Crucify 

him!’ Yet if we enter fully into the experience, we can 

see ourselves in the story. When things are going well, it 

is easy to praise God and shout ‘Hosanna!’, and 

promise we will not lose faith. There are other times we 

fall asleep, become complacent. And then there are 

days when we struggle, when we are confused or do 

not know what God expects of us or whether we are 

able to handle the difficult times. We pull away from 

God. The different disciples display this range of human 

reactions and emotions. This week, Holy Week, we are 

the disciples walking with Jesus on a journey that leads 

to the cross. And yet here at the cross, we find Mary 

Magdalene and the other female disciples, and Joseph 

of Arimathaea. We know the story is not over for these 

disciples, or for Peter and the others. The journey of 

discipleship is just beginning. 
Triona Doherty 

Seeing Yourself Through the Lens of the Gospel 

Mark 14:1-15:47 (15:1-39) 

1. The injustice and brutality of the Passion of 

Jesus make it a difficult story to read as good 

news. Yet in the midst of that cruelty the 

courageous, faithful and self-sacrificing love that 

Jesus showed for us shines through. Recall 

moments when the account of the Passion has 

moved you in a special way. How have you 

experienced blessing through it? 

2. Human love can also be painful. When have 

you experienced the courage, fidelity and self-

sacrifice of others in their love of you? When 

have you shown that kind of love to others, as a 

parent, a spouse, or a friend, or in some other 

relationship? 

3. We read the Passion story in the light of the 

resurrection. What seemed a humiliating and 

shameful failure for Jesus was not the end of the 

story. Perhaps with hindsight you can look back 

on something in your own life that seemed like a 

tragedy at the time but out of that tragedy new 

life and new possibilities followed for you. 

4. For each of us there arise situations in which 

we feel things are outside our control and we 

are utterly helpless and powerless. We are not 

alone in this experience. In his Passion Jesus is 

one with us in this human helplessness. When 

have you found that the presence of another 

with you helped you through a crisis? When 

have you been able to help another with your 

presence? 

 

John Byrne OSA 

 

Holy Week 

Although we are unable to celebrate Holy 

Week in our Churches this year, we are invited 

to join the services at the Cathedral via their 

Facebook and/or YouTube channels. 

Palm Sunday – Mass at 11.00am including a 

sung reading of the Passion Gospel. 

Chrism Mass – Wednesday 31st March at 6.00pm 

Mass of the The Lord’s Supper – Thursday 1st April 

at 7.30pm 

Good Friday – Friday 2nd April at 3.00pm.  

Archbishop McMahon is the celebrant. 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil – Saturday 3rd April at 

8.00pm 

Easter Sunday – Sunday 4th April at 11.00am 

SYNOD 2020 

On 12th and 13th March, the Synod members met via 

Zoom to receive the recommendations from the Synod 

proposals. 

Our members now have until 19th June to discern these 

recommendations before voting on them. 

The recommendations are available on the Synod 

website for anyone to view and reflect on and your 

members will, restrictions permitting, be arranging some 

discussion groups to assist in their discerning. 

 

Don’t forget…. 

The clocks go forward one 

hour this weekend. 



 

 

 

 

A prayer to use during these troubled times. 

God Our Father, 

each person is precious to You. 

You are the Giver of life. 

Have mercy on us and protect us at this time, 

as the coronavirus threatens health and life. 

You are an ever-present Helper in time of trouble. 

Watch over those who are suffering, 

give strength to those who are aiding the sick 

and give courage to all in this time of anxiety. 

We ask this of you in the name of your Son. 

Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Don’t forget to light your 

‘Candle of Hope’ on Sunday 

evening at 7.00pm. 

Download the poster at 

www.cte.org.uk/prayersofhope 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those who 

have died recently, especially those from St 

Robert Bellarmine’s and St Elizabeth’s parishes. 

May they rest in peace. 

For those who may have lost a friend or relative 

during this time and are unable to attend a 

service, please use the resources here issued by 

the Archdiocese to help you remember them.   

 

 

https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/pastoral
-care-outreach 

‘A service for those unable to attend a funeral’. 

The Catholic Pic 

The March issue of the Catholic Pic is 

available online using the following link. 

www.issuu.com/merseymirror/docs/catholic

_pic_march_2021  

   

 

‘Come back to me’. 

Reflections on the Book of Hosea, Scripture Mornings 

from Irenaeus, will take place on Zoom on Wednesday 

31st March from 10.00am.  Session starts at 10.30am. 

‘Dying and Rising with Christ’ 

Three days of Reflection on the Easter Mystery will take 

place on Zoom Thursday 1st April to Saturday 3rd April. 

The link will open at 9.30am.  Reflection at 10.00am and 

Prayer at 5.00pm 

 

To book a place and receive the link, please contact 

Jenny on jenny@irenaeus.co.uk 

Both events are free, but donations would be welcome. 

 

SRB 300 Club 

The 300 Club draws which should have 

taken place during 2020 will now take 

place when our Church reopens after this 

current period of lockdown. 

Apologies 
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Online and Text Giving 

 

Online Giving – Please choose the correct Parish. 

The Archdiocesan online giving website can be used for 

both one-off and regular monthly donations. 

To make donations directly to St Robert’s, follow the link; 

https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-robert-

bellarmine-litherland  

To donate directly to St Elizabeth’s follow the link 

https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-elizabeth-

litherland  

  Donations may be made by standing order, as a one-off 

donation, or as a regular weekly donation.  Please don’t 

forget to tick the gift aid box if you are a UK taxpayer as 

this will boost your donation by 25% at no extra cost to 

yourself. 

 

Text Giving – Please text the correct Parish 
Text giving is also available, and the details below are 

ready to use for accepting both one-off and regular 

donations. 

Four text giving campaigns have been created for each 

parish. The details of each campaign are given below.  

 

Text  STROBERT or STELIZABETH to 70085 to donate £2.  Texts 

cost £2 plus one standard rate message and you’ll be 

opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via 

telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £2 but do not 

wish to receive marketing communications, 

text STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70085. 

 

Text  STROBERT or STELIZABETH  to 70450 to donate £3.  

Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message and you’ll 

be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising 

via telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £3 but do not 

wish to receive marketing communications, 

text  STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70450. 
  

Text  STROBERT or STELIZABETH  to 70460 to donate £5.  

Texts cost £5 plus one standard rate message and you’ll 

be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising 

via telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £5 but do not 

wish to receive marketing communications, 

text  STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70460. 

 

Text STROBERT or STELIZABETH  to 70470 to donate £10.  

Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and you’ll 
be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising 

via telephone and SMS.  If you’d like to give £10 but do 

not wish to receive marketing communications, 
text  STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70470. 

 

 

Please contact Christine at the Parish Office if 

you have any problems and she will either help or 

provide you with a contact at the Archdiocese. 

 

Many thanks 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES AND MASS OFFERINGS 

Many thanks to all those who have been passing 

their Offertory envelopes to Church, and to 

those who have set up a standing order or 

donated online.  Please contact Christine for the 

bank account details if you still wish to do this. 

The Archdiocese have set up two new online 

ways to enable you to make your donation.  I 

have provided details for both methods on this 

page.  Thank you to those who have donated in 

this way. 

 

During this time while we are unable to receive the 

Eucharist at Mass, you may like to use a prayer of 

spiritual communion. 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the 

Altar. 

I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

I love you, my Jesus:  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen 
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