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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (YEAR B)

Although many Churches are now beginning to reopen, both of our churches will remain close, but
this continues to be reviewed.
Therefore, there will be no celebrations of mass in either of our Churches until further notice.
We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.

There continues to be masses being streamed on the Internet from around the Archdiocese and if
anyone needs any help in locating once, please let us know.

Our Parishes now have a joint newsletter.
If you have anything you wish to be added, please post the details though the Presbytery door’'s marked newsletter or
email or phone the Parish Office.
strobert@rcaol.org.uk or 0151 922 1352

If you know anyone who would like to receive the newsletter by email, please inform the Parish Office.

Please pray for the following who have died and for those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Lately Dead: Winifred Smith, Elizabeth Jones
Anniversaries: Moira Hanton, Pam McHugh

Please remember the sick and those who care for them.  Hilary Smith

(To be included on the sick list please, write down names and post them in the presbytery letter box, or
email the Parish Office - strobert@rcaol.org.uk
Please make the person aware, as they may not want their name published.)

Reflecting on the Fourth Sunday in Lent

Once again, the Archdiocese have put together a resource for this Sunday which you may find
useful if you're unable to watch a Mass being live-streamed. Please use the following link to the
Archdiocese resources https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/sunday-reflections
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Seeing Yourself Through the Lens of the Gospel
John 3:14-21

1. Jesus speaks of himself being liffed up, a term that
can mean a physical liffing, or also exaltation. By this

play on words the evangelist explains to us that Jesus’

gift of himself in the passion was a glorious revelation

of love, despite all its injustice and brutality. Bring to

mind occasions when the love shown by Jesus in his
passion was a sacrament of God'’s love for you.

2. It would be very cushy for us if we could be a
source of life to others without cost fo ourselves. True
life-givers know that they need the generosity of
being liffed up by giving their lives so that others may
have life. Recall when you have had that generosity
and give thanks for others who have been like that
for you.

3. We receive life from God when our faith enables us
to frust in God's love for us. We give life to one
another when the love between us is trustworthy.
Recall memories of that kind of trustworthy love. For
whom have you been able to be a ‘Jesus person’
and give a love that another could trust? Who has
shown that kind of love to you and been for you a
sacrament of God’s love?

John Byrne OSA

Funerals this week

The funeral service for the late Winifred Smith RIP
will take place on Friday 17th March at 1.00pm af St
Robert Bellarmine's Church.

The funeral service for the late Elizabeth Jones RIP
will take place on Friday 19th March at 10.00am at
St Robert Bellarmine's Church.

May They Rest in Peace

Under current restrictions there is only 30 people
allowed in Church for a Funeral.
Please respect this.

Something to Think About

Today, the ‘middle’ Sunday of Lent, is known as
Laetare Sunday - Laetare means ‘Rejoice!” We
tend not to think of Lent as a fime to rejoice, but
signs of joy are central at Mass today, such as the
use of flowers on the altar and rose-coloured
vestments for the priest instead of the usual Lenten
purple. The shadow of the cross still looms large,
but we look forward with hope to Easter, when
light will conquer the darkness.

We are offered an opportunity today to pause
and reflect on our Lenten journey. In our gospel
we hear that ‘the [person] who lives by the fruth

comes out info the light'. On the other hand, Jesus
says that those who ‘prefer darkness to the light’
live in fear that their actions will be exposed.

We hear a lot of talk these days about
fransparency. We have seen the damage caused
by those whose private actions gravely contradict

the message they proclaim in the public sphere.
Some questions we might ask ourselves this Lent
are: Am | living a truthful life ‘in the light'? Am |
honest in my dealings with others, trying always to
choose what is right and just, or are there things |
do in secret that are unkind or dishonest? Am |
attentive to the needs of others or am I more
inclined to think of myself? Lent offers us the
opportunity to step out into the light, to allow the
light of Jesus to sweep away any darkness or
destructive habits and to begin again.
Triona Doherty

‘We proclaim the resurrection of Christ when his
light iluminates the dark moments of our
existence, and we are able share it with others;
when we know when to smile with those who
smile, and weep with those who weep; when we
accompany those who are sad and at risk of
losing hope; when we recount our experience of
faith to those who are searching for meaning and
happiness... and there — with our attitude, with our
witness, with our life —we say ‘Jesus is Risen,’ with
our soul.’

(Pope Francis)

On this Mothering
Sunday we're
sending our best
wishes to all the
ladies in our Parishes
and remembering
those mothers who
are no longer with us.

Have a lovely day.

St Joseph

Friday 19" March is the
Feast Day of St Joseph.
He is one of the Patron’s
of the Archdiocese of
Liverpool and Pope
Francis declared 2021 ‘the
Year of St Joseph’ on 8"
December 2020.




SRB 300 Club

The 300 Club draws which should have

taken place during 2020 will now take

place when our Church reopens after
this current period of lockdown.

Apologies

‘Come back to me’'.

Reflections on the Book of Hosea, Scripture Mornings from
Irenaeus, will take place on Zoom on Wednesdays 17th, 24th
and 31st March at 7.00pm.

To book a place and receive the link, please contact Jenny
on jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

The event is free but donations would be appreciated.

The Catholic Pic

The March issue of the Catholic Pic is
available online using the following link.

www.issuu.com/merseymirror/docs/cath
olic_pic_march 2021

A prayer to use during these troubled times.

God Our Father,
each person is precious to You.
You are the Giver of life.

St Patrick’s Day - 17t March

Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ in me,

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when | lie down, Christ when | sit down,
Christ when | arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of
me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

St Patrick’s Breastplate

Have mercy on us and protect us at this fime,
as the coronavirus threatens health and life.
You are an ever-present Helper in time of trouble.
Watch over those who are suffering,
give strength to those who are aiding the sick
and give courage to allin this time of anxiety.
We ask this of you in the name of your Son.
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Please remember in your prayers all those who
have died recently, especially those from St
Robert Bellarmine's and St Elizabeth’s parishes.

May they rest in peace.

For those who may have lost a friend or relative

Don't forget to light your
‘Candle of Hope' on Sunday
evening at 7.00pm.

Download the poster at
www.cte.org.uk/prayersofhope

during this fime and are unable to attend a
service, please use the resources here issued by
the Archdiocese to help you remember them.

https://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/pastoral
-care-outreach
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During this time while we are unable to receive the
Eucharist at Mass, you may like to use a prayer of
spiritual communion.

My Jesus,
| believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the
Altar.
| love you above all things,
and | desire to receive You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally,
come at least spirifually info my heart.
| embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
| love you, my Jesus:

Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES AND MASS OFFERINGS

Many thanks to all those who have been passing
their Offertory envelopes to Church, and o
those who have set up a standing order or

donated online. Please contact Christine for the

bank account details if you still wish to do this.

The Archdiocese have set up two new online
ways to enable you to make your donation. |
have provided details for both methods on this
page. Thank you to those who have donated in
this way.

CENSUS 2021
Despite the backdrop of a pandemic, lockdowns,
home schooling, furloughs and post Brexit planning
- the decennial Census is still on schedule to take
place on 21st March this year.
Completing the Census is critical as the data is
used fo plan services such as community
organisations, doctors' surgeries, hospitals, schools,
faith, community and cultural groups and
fransport routes. The information is also used by
chairities for funding purposes.

The Census has been carried out every decade
since 1908, with the exception of 1941. It will be the
first done predominantly online, with households
receiving a unique access code, allowing them to
complete the questionnaire on their computers,
phones or tablets. Paper copies are available for
those who require them. Once the relevant
information is passed on for planning and projects,
it is then locked away untouched for 100 years.
Confidentiality, safety and the security of this
information is critical.

Online and Text Giving

Online Giving — Please choose the correct Parish.

The Archdiocesan online giving website can be used for
both one-off and regular monthly donations.
To make donations directly to St Robert’s, follow the link;
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-robert-
bellarmine-litherland

To donate directly to St Elizabeth’s follow the link
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-elizabeth-
litherland

Donations may be made by standing order, as a one-off
donation, or as a regular weekly donation. Please don't
forget to tick the gift aid box if you are a UK taxpayer as
this will boost your donation by 25% at no extra cost to
yourself.

Text Giving — Please text the correct Parish
Text giving is also available, and the details below are
ready to use for accepting both one-off and regular
donations.
Four text giving campaigns have been created for each
parish. The details of each campaign are given below.

Text STROBERT or STELIZABETH to 70085 to donate £2. Texts
cost £2 plus one standard rate message and you'll be
opting in fo hear more about our work and fundraising via
telephone and SMS. If you'd like to give £2 but do not
wish to receive marketing communications,
text STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70085.

Text STROBERT or STELIZABETH to 70450 to donate £3.
Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message and you'll
be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising
via telephone and SMS. If you'd like to give £3 but do not
wish fo receive marketing communications,
text STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70450.

Text STROBERT or STELIZABETH to 70460 to donate £5.
Texts cost £5 plus one standard rate message and you'll
be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising
via telephone and SMS. If you'd like to give £5 but do not
wish fo receive marketing communications,
text STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70460.

Text STROBERT or STELIZABETH to 70470 to donate £10.
Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and you'll
be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising

via telephone and SMS. If you'd like to give £10 but do

not wish to receive marketing communications,
text STROBERTNOINFO or STELIZABETHNOINFO to 70470.

Please contact Christine at the Parish Office if
you have any problems and she will either help or
provide you with a contact at the Archdiocese.

Many thanks
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