Dear Parent/Carer 
During the last two academic years, the government suspended all attendance regulations due to the pandemic and its impact on school closures.  Now that society is operating in a way much closer to pre covid times, the Department for Education (DfE) have noticed an increase since the start of this term in the number of parents sanctioning persistent absences and taking holidays during term time. 
This is a trend which obviously isn’t positive, especially after missing so much schooling in the previous two years, and schools are being urged to inform parents of the situation regarding absences in term time.  As such, I’m reminding you all of the legislation which is now statutory again and which we have to follow by law as a school.   
Since the 1st September 2013, the law gives no entitlement to parents to take their child on holiday during term time.  Any application for leave must only be in exceptional circumstances and the Head Teacher must be satisfied that the circumstances are exceptional and warrant the granting of leave. Head Teachers would not be expected to class any term time holiday as exceptional.  Parents can receive a Penalty Notice from the Local Authority for taking their child on holiday during term time without consent from the school. Since September 2013 these Notices now cost £60 per child per parent if paid within 21 days and £120 if paid between 22 and 28 days.  
At St Robert Bellarmine’s, our attendance record in the few years before the pandemic had been improving steadily, thanks to hard work between school and families. Now that we are back under the full rules and regulations for attendance we aim to maintain our progress.  
The staff and governors of St Robert Bellarmine’s fully appreciate the challenges that some parents face when booking holidays.  However, all time in school is precious so please understand that, as we used to before the pandemic, we will carry out regular checks to ensure that each child’s attendance is at the national target of over 95%. The teachers and office staff are monitoring all school absences during term time and we will meet and challenge parents that do not adhere to the statutory legislation which has now returned in full.  We have to do this by law.  
We have been monitoring each child’s attendance now over the first half term of the school year and if there are concerns regarding your child’s attendance level, we will need to meet with you If you receive a letter soon due to a low attendance rate, please reply so we can meet to discuss the matter. The meetings will seek to support you as well as addressing concerns over persistent absence.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]IN ADDITION, PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT IF A CHILD IS BROUGHT INTO SCHOOL AFTER 8.55AM VIA THE MAIN ENTRANCE THEY ARE MARKED DOWN AS LATE. WE WILL ALSO BE TRACKING PATTERNS OF LATENESS. ANY PARENTS OF CHILDREN WHO ARE REGULARLY MISSING THE START OF LESSONS WILL BE ASKED TO MEET WITH US TO DICUSS WAYS OF ENSURING A PROMT START TO THE DAY.  
I enclose further information from Sefton Local Authority which confirms the re-introduction of the attendance regulations for 2021-22 and the fining system. We hope that you understand our duties in this matter and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your full support in this matter by not taking your child out of school during term time. 
Yours sincerely
M Dowell
